Etidocaine and extradural somatosensory evoked potentials after posterior tibial nerve stimulation.
We have examined the effects of lumbar extradural administration of 1% etidocaine 10 ml on somatosensory evoked potentials to posterior tibial nerve stimulation measured in the cervical extradural space. Eight patients, anaesthetized with propofol and nitrous oxide, were studied before hysterectomy and a control group received a similar anaesthetic and 0.9% sodium chloride solution 10 ml in the lumbar extradural space. Etidocaine decreased significantly overall amplitude of the evoked potentials and the amplitudes of all peaks, between 30 and 50 min after extradural injection. The effects of etidocaine on spinal cord conduction were greater than those found previously for lignocaine and bupivacaine, suggesting that it is the local analgesic of choice for inhibiting afferent conduction.